
 
 

Planning & Consents 
 
 Planning work in, on, under or near a watercourse within a Drainage District?  
Planning on discharging water into a watercourse within a Drainage District?  
If your answer is YES to any of the above questions then an Application for Works within 
the Drainage District will be required in addition to Planning Permission.  
Consent will be determined by the IDB under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 
(as amended) [LDA] and the Drainage Byelaws created under Section 66 of the LDA.  
Applications for consent will be required for both temporary and permanent works and 
we have a statutory 2 month determination period from the day on which the 
application is made or when the application fee (£50 per application or as prescribed) is 
discharged, whichever is later.  
 
Every person who acts in contravention of, or fails to comply with, any notice served 
under Section 24 LDA or Byelaws under Section 66 LDA shall be guilty of an offence 
and liable, on summary conviction to such fines as prescribed within Section 24(3) and 
Section 66(6) LDA  
_____________________________________________________________  

 
Section 23 Consents 

 
Application Form 

 
Guidance Notes for Applications 

 
 Section 23 LDA prohibits obstructions etc. in watercourses and states  

no person shall erect any mill dam, weir or other like obstruction [or] erect any culvert 
that would be likely to affect the flow of any watercourse … without the consent in writing 

of the drainage board concerned. 
The IDB will charge a non-refundable Application fee (£50 per application or as 
prescribed) for Section 23 LDA Consents.  
 

clerk@thorntree-idb.org.uk  
______________________________________________________________  
 

Section 66 (Byelaw) Consents 
 

Application Form 
 

Section 66 LDA provides the power to make byelaws which state that 
no person shall … introduce any water into any watercourse in the District so as to 

directly or indirectly increase the flow or volume of water … without the previous consent 
of the Board [and] no person … shall erect any building or structure whether temporary 

or permanent, or plant any tree, shrub, willow … without the previous consent of the 
Board, amongst other byelaws specific to each IDB. 

The IDB will not charge Application fee for byelaw consents under Section 66 LDA.  
 

clerk@thorntree-idb.org.uk  
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